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of butter for cooking and of soap for washing. Ploughing was
done with teams of oxen or mules. Here is the picture which
we get from Achilles' shield:
And thereafter on the shield
He set a tender fallow-field;
Passing rich the tillage was
And three times worked and wide.
And in it wheeling up and down
A-many ploughmen plied
Their teams; and when anon they drew
Unto the fallow's end,
Then came a man to meet them there
And gave into their hand
Wine in a goblet honey-sweet;
So turned they up the furrow
And were full fain to come again
To the end of the deep fallow.
Next the harvesting:
And next a lord's domain deep-soiled
He set thereon and in it toiled
Hireling reapers; in their hands
Sharp sickles they were plying.
And down the furrow fell the swathes,
Some well in order lying
And some the binders bound with straw;
For binders there were three,
And boys behind them plucked and bore
By armfulsfor to give them store
And the work went on unceasingly.
And thereamong the overlord
In silence, hand on stave.
Was standing by the furrow's edge
And the heart in him was blithe.
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